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d “Aquarius- This is a week where 
manipulation and mental gym- 
nastics- will get more done 
than honest work. Follow your 
schemes through. Quitting half 
way is worse than never starting. 


Pisces- This week you have an 
uncanny. ability to be compas- 
sionate without losing your 
individual voice. You can under- 
stand opposition without ceding 
ground. Work with it. 


Aries- A long and _ lingering 
struggle will come to an end this 
week. It’s unclear if this will be 
beneficial for you, but take sol- 
ace in the quiet eddies of peace 
that form in your wake. 


Taurus- You may be tempted to 
try something new this week. 
Something: exciting that will get 
you out of your wheelhouse. It 
will be a vague disappointment. 
‘ Stay the course. 


Gemini- In the coming weeks, 
you will find the beginnings of 
the tribe you've sought for years. 
Oppositional forces are dissolv- 
ing and your new family is wait- 
ing for you. Welcome home. 


Cancer- You're extra susceptible 
to acquiring new responsibilities 
this week. These responsibilities 
are not yours, and you should 
carefully ponder any favors be- 
fore you agree to help. 


Leo- People that are close to you 
need a reminder that your kind- 
nesses and assistance are gifts, 
and not rights to which they are 
entitled. Flex you independence 
and let them remember. 


Virgo- The last of several tests 
rises before you this week. The 
key to succeeding, as it often 
is, is recognizing and effecting 
a balance between disparate 
forces or emotions. You can do it. 


Libra- A dynamic binary system ~* 
close to you will split.and fly in 
opposing directions. Choose 
sides wisely this week, as things 
truly are falling apart. You will be 
integral to the rebuild. 


Scorpio- You stand to gain a lot 
by simplifying your day to day 
routine. Drop a responsibility 
that's been more a chore than it’s 
worth, and reclaim some much- 
needed free time. 


Sagittarius- It is imperative that 
you remember a lesson you've 
learned and forgotten many 
times. Keep your eyes open and 
know that you know what will 
happen before it happens. 


Capricorn- A lingering annoy- 
ance in your domestic situation 
will start to calm down, and will 
be fully dissipated by the end of 
the month. Weather the storm 
just a little longer. Have heart. 
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Ask Hannah Wren 


Dear Hannah, 


| have lots of small problems with a neighbor 
on my block. | recently bought a house in South 
Philly in an “old family” Mummers type neighbor- 
hood. Most of my neighbors rent their houses, but 
have lived there for years and years. Do you have 
any advice for the new, well-to-do fag in an old 
Philly neighborhood? Most of the problems are 
with one particular neighbor who is affectedly 
rude to me, and pointedly shovels snow in front 
of my house and tips over my recycling bin to col- 
lect my cans every week. Little things, to be sure, 
but they add up. | feel we have very little common 
ground, but | just want things to be nice. |ama 
big ugly guy, and not physically intimidated, but 
my partner is much smaller and | worry about 
him when he is alone - say if this guy is drunk 
with his friends or something. How do | reach out 
without ceding dignity? Thank you, 


Fistopher Columbus 
My dearest Fistopher, 


Well first of all, let me commend you on that 
pen name. A+! And thank you for this letter. 
The particulars of your situation have a shitti- 
ness all their own, but | feel like the underly- 
ing issues will probably strike a chord with a 
lot of readers. Gentrification is so damn thorny, 
whichever side of it you're on. 


| appreciate that your letter reflects your sen- 
sitivity to the ways your arrival to the block 
might be difficult for your neighbors, for any 
number of reasons: because you can afford to 
buy where many of them can’t; because that 
purchase participates in changes to the neigh- 
borhood that may eventually push long-term 
renters out, and that certainly shift the dynam- 
ics of a long-familiar scene; and, of course, be- 
cause for some, your gayness poses a threat 
to “old family” cultural values. None of this ex- 
cuses the rudeness of that one dick of a neigh- 
bor. (And none of it is meant to suggest that 
you should have thought twice about buying 
where you did). But it does feel useful to fore- 
ground these ways of understanding your par- 
ticular neighbor's behavior — ones that include 
homophobia, but that aren't limited to it. | was 
struck by your detail that he knocks over your 
recycling bins to collect your cans. What an ef- 
ficient way to communicate resentment over 
your relative financial security. 


His hostility is certainly directed right at You, 
your snowy walk, your trashcans. But it seems 
so clear that you're playing a symbolic role in 
all this that’s not of your own making. | don’t 
know if that helps. | think it would help me, just 
to find some distance from it. | kind of hate sug- 
gesting to someone who's the target of aggres- 
sion to do your best to let it roll off your back, 
not to escalate, not to take it personally. But | 
think for now, that might be the best tactic. 


Because | do think that time will help. It sounds 
like you haven't been there all that long yet. 
Hopefully the energy that he’s putting into his 
asshole campaign will wane as you become a 
more familiar fixture. And in the meantime, my 
main advice is to do your best to make other 
friends on your block. Get to know the people 
on either side of you & your jerk neighbor and 
the people across the street, people you al- 
ways see walking dogs or sitting out on stoops. 
Compliment flowerbeds, help fix flat bike tires, 
hang out on your front steps, etc. | don’t know 
if you smoke, but my roommate seemed to 
befriend our whole block in a matter of days 
by cheerfully bumming out cigarettes to ev- 
eryone around us. | feel like the more you and 
your partner emerge as individuals, the more 
you become known entities on the block, 
neighbors to your neighbors, active commu- 
nity members, the less possible it becomes to 
regard you only as the symbols of unwelcome 
change. And hopefully in this way you'll gain 
allies on your street. Seeing that you're friendly 
with others all around him might help shame 
this one problem neighbor into being less of 
a douchebag. Or maybe you'll find out that no 
one else on the block can stand him, either, 
and you can take some solace that way. 


| hope also that feeling more integrated in 
the network of the neighborhood will ease 
your worry about this guy’s potential physical 
threat. But please do also see to your partner’s 
safety. Get him a pepper spray key chain, and 
get a good strong light for in front of your 
house (maybe the motion-sensitive kind, if 
you don’t mind your front porch occasionally 
resembling a nightclub). This does seem to me 
like the kind of fire that will dwindle as long as 
you don't fan it. | certainly hope that’s the case. 
Good luck. Sending you fortitude, and all my 
best wishes, 


xxHannah 


Ask Hannah! - - - ne ncetpmandmrer@gmar-com 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Well hello and how are you? Wel- 
come to the hundredth issue of the 
Philadelphia Secret Admirer! It is 
Tuesday morning! TUESDAY MORN- 
ING! I'm still waiting on that order 
of blue paper. As befits the solem- 
nity of such an occasion, I'm going 
to tell you a funny little story about 
something that happened to me 
yesterday. 


Moments in Immortal Philadelphia 


So. | was walking up Passyunk and 
crossing 10th, right by B2 and the 
POPE, when this high school aged 
fella came up to me lookin’ all con- 
spiratorial. 


"Hey." He said. "You like smoke?" 


He slyly showed me a baggie of 
what was clearly either oregano or 
Spanish moss in his cupped hand, 
his eyebrows cocked, his pubic hint 
of a mustache hugging the top of 
his thin-lipped sneer like an indif- 
ferent caterpillar inching nowhere 
in particular. 


Now. | happened to have, in my 
back pack, a baggie of large salt 
crystals given to me by a friend for 
salting my steps the week before. 


"Oh wow! Cool. OK!" I said. "I'll trade 
you 2 ounces of uncut meth for it." 


His lusterless eyes lit up and he 
quickly agreed. We swapped bag- 
gies, and he ran down Dicken- 
son, laughing, pausing only long 
enough to yell "Retard!" over his 
shoulder before vanishing. 


Last night | ordered a pizza and 
covered it with that fella's oregano. 


It tasted great! 


“chempion | of the bored and lonely 


Volume 2, Issue 100 
March 17-23, 2015 


On Love 


This moment has the ring of a book 
end. A between space. A pause fora 
tiny victory in a challenge that isn't 
over, like reaching the peak of one 
mountain in a long range. Got it? 


Afforded this rare vantage, it’s easy 
to look back at the past chapter and 
take it in as a whole in one mean- 
ingful moment. The last two years 
haven't been terrible. They haven't 
been great. A couple of friends 
died. | went on some great bike 
rides. | spent $4,500 on a printer 
that turned out to be broken. | did 
some fabulous drugs. | almost had 
a kid. | wrote 100 Secret Admirers. 


Walking into the next chapter, | 
can't help but feel optimistic. In one 
hand | hold a squat pen full of ink, 
in the other, the hand of a gal that | 
adore. And she's left-handed so she 
can also hold a pen. We can write 
and hold hands at the same time. 
My house is a shitty old mess, but 
it’s my house and it gets better ev- 
ery day. My cat is healthy. My kid- 
neys don’t hurt. 


Writing the Admirer has been a 
great experience. It got me out of 
bed at my lowest moments, it was 
there to laugh with me at the high- 
est. I've nearly given up on ambi- 
tions of “greater things” with print 
media, on magazines and books, 
for the time being. And that feels 
correct. | can do this every week. 
No more. No less. | can make you 
a crossword puzzle, curate over- 
heards, collect strange facts, follow 
star charts and make a horoscope, 
throw some bullshit together for 
a front page. | can do that. So this 
chapter will be one of staying the 
course, slowly getting better. Of 
welcoming myself home. -Best 


SALES 


Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 


GREENSCROW E 


AGRICULTURE 


CITY SUPPORTED 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


& SERVICE 


606 S 9th St 


Weds : 1-9 


Closed Sun & Mon 


Winter tune up - $60 


215 627-3370 


+ USE CODE SECRET! 


SA 


BECOME 


bikeville.ccom 


KENSINGTON * WEST PHILLY * NAVY YARD 
FIRESIDE CAMP SUPPLY + WILLIAMS SONOMA 
PENNSYLWANIA HOSPITAL » CAMDEN 


GIGS AT ONLINE CHECKOUT BY 4.14% 


-Would-you like to placé an ad in the Se- 
-cret Admirer? Well-you can-It's 30-dol- 
lars for Tweek, 90 dollars for 
and 450 dollans for:24:weeks.jYou ci 
change the. content.of yourad as of- 
ten as you like. TA peetret Admirer is 
independently owed and p 
in Philadelphia; PA By a 
out, and has been'¥q@ 
years. It comes out @ 
in 250 spots across me city. Al#Admir- 
er locomotionis comducted via bicycle,” 
and the Admirer embraces and aspires: 
to promote equa y and acceptance, 
communication «and - interpersonal 


harmony fof all. 603 2034766 7 
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Send in cat photos. Send in 


tos of the saddest thing you 
own. Send in letters asking us 
to bless you. Send in. Send it all 


WT F Pitsé Wacky é Facts! 

e ¥ Conservative lawmak- 
ers tried to ban Twister when it was in- 
troduced in 1966. The public campaign 
called it "sex in a box." ¥ OJ Simpson 
was almost cast as the Terminator, but 
ultimately passed over. The casting di- 
rector didn't think that he was believ- 
able as a remorseless killer. ¥ We are 
so vastly composed of nothingness, 
that if you were to remove the empty 
space in all of the atoms that compose 
all of the humans on Earth, the entire 
population could be condensed into 
a sphere smaller than a softball. ¥ The 
three wealthiest families combined 
posess more money than the poorest 
48 nations combined. ¥ Every clock in 
Pulp Fiction is stuck at 4:20. ¥ Dr. Suess 
wrote Green Eggs and Ham to win a bet 


Around Town 


gal- (on phone) ...and so the dialogue would just be two people talking to 


each other. 


snarky guy- (conspiratorially, to a friend) That's literally what dialogue means! 


with his publisher: That he could write 
a best-selling book with only 50 differ- 
ent words. ¥ There are more possible 
games of chess than there are atoms in 
the Known Universe. ¥ In Russia, until 
2011, beer was officially considered a 
soft drink and not an alcoholic bever- 
age. ¥ When a male lion bests another 
male and takes over a pride, his first 
task is almost always the execution of 
all existing cubs. ¥ Forbes estimates 
that Scrooge McDuck would be worth 
44.1 billion dollars. ¥ In the US, there 
are more vacant houses than there are 
homeless people. ¥ It would take over 
1,000 years to watch all of videos cur- 
rently on You Tube. ¥ Guiness Book of 
Records holds the record for being the 
most-stolen library book ever. ¥ 


friend- Otherwise it would be a monologue. 


Ray's Happy Birthday Bar 


gal- What's bad about having sex with hobos? People look down on that now? 


I'm so not hobophobic. 


Ray's again 
gal- Penetration: that's the thing. 


Outside Finnegan's Wake 


single guy- (to a couple) | wish / wasn't alone all the time. 
coupled guy- Don't worry buddy! You'll get there! 
single guy- | wish my parents would say that. 


Rocket Cat 


guy- (meeting a gal for the first time) | spent three years in South Africa, so I've 


been a bit agoraphobic for the past few months. 


around town 


gal- (on phone) ...and so the dialogue would just be two talking to each other... 


snarky guy- That's literally what a dialogue is! 
his pal- Otherwise it would be a monologue! 
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1. Texas memento 
6. Fracking’s parting gift 
10. What cats do in sun beams 
. Mr. Plow 
. Persephone 
. Punk 
. Glide, if one letter was a different letter 
. Biblical boats 
. Plant egg 
. Flower named for Mary's gold 
. Interlaced 
Snitched 
25. Three days of beard growth 
26. Quality measure of gasoline 
29. Bereft of humidity 
30. What Woodsy Owl want you to give 
31. Co-worker 
37. Female lead in West Side Story 
39. Present indicative plural of be 
40. The feeling of cold that accompanies 
a fever 
41. Fancy beef dish 
44. Helena nickname 
45. Lady monks 
46. Walkways between buildings 
48. 100 mile bike ride 
52. Hillside along a river 
53. To engorge a phallus with blood 
54. Socially prescribed gal traits 
58. Summer snow 
59. Sunday comic by Berkeley Breathed 
61. Increases space between trucks 
and deck 
62. Being 
63. You're reading one made of clues 
64. Takes the edge 
65. Potential tree 
66. Summers in Paris 
Extracted metal from stone 


1- Which Great Lake touches Chicago? 
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1. Hey look at me 

2. Kinks song about gender fluidity 

3. Chieftain 

4. Latin for pondering deeply 

5. Portland milieu 

6. Burn with liquid 

7. One with power over others 

8. 300 cubits by 50 by 30 

9. Pertaining to the digestive system 

10. Foundation 

11. Concerning 

12. Metal 

13. Child 

21. Margarine 

23. More broad 

25. Alternative to boxer 

26. Units of electrical resistance 

27. Layer we soon won't need 

28. Unit of pressure 

29. Naturals 

32.Tucas 

33. Roughly 40 generations 

34. "A Death in the Family" author 
James 

35. Theater award 

36. Periods 

38. Given name derived from Latin 
for lamb 

42. Radiance 

43. Place of intentional cultivation 
and growth 

47. Scottish lords (That's a long shot, |’ll 
just give it to you: LAIRDS) 

48. Concerns 

49. Delete 

50. General sounds 

51. Adjusted the machine heads 

52. Defeats 

54. Consolidate 

55. Land amidst sea 

56. Jodie Foster, Liam Neeson film from ‘94 

57. Formerly 


2-Which.member of the Jackson family was on Good Times? 
3- What is the common name of the Vericella virus? 
4- Datsun is still a popular auto company, but it changed its name to this in the 80s. 


5- How deep is'a fathom? 


603 203-4766 


ane Ley 
le % 


Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


1200 Point Breeze Ave i 
(267) 8584186 
Closed Mondays 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! + 
Come to our great place to en- : 
joy our foods and beverages! ° 
You will NOT be disappointed! ; 
Nor will you leave hungry, 
thirsty, or lacking in energy. : 
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Find the thing that you think is good. 


Defend it with all the evil in your heart. 


ANSWERS ON BACK | & ¢ 


